
 
BERKELEY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES 

SPECIAL Meeting AGENDA NORTH BERKELEY SENIOR CENTER 
  1901 Hearst Avenue  
October 20, 2009 6:30 p.m. @ MLK JR Way 
   
 

2090 Kittredge Street, Berkeley, CA 94704  (510) 981-6195  (510) 548-1240 (TDD)  (510) 981-6111 fax 

Special 
Location 
& Time

The Board of Library Trustees may act on any item on this agenda. 

I. PRELIMINARY MATTERS 

A. Call to Order 
B. Public Comments (6:30 – 7:00 p.m.) 

(Proposed 30-minute time limit, with speakers allowed 3 minutes each) 

C. Report from library employees and unions, discussion of staff issues 
Comments / responses to reports and issues addressed in packet. 

D. Report from Board of Library Trustees  
E. Approval of Agenda 
 

II. PRESENTATION – Time specific item 7:00 PM 

A.     Measure FF North Branch Library Update 

1. Presentation by Architectural Resources Group Architects on the Conceptual 
Design Phase; and Staff Report on the Process, Community Input and Next 
Steps. 

2. Public Comment (on this item only)  
3. Board discussion 

4. AGENDA BUILDING 

Next regular meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 12, 2009 at the South Branch 
Library, 1901 Russell Street, Berkeley. 

5. ADJOURNMENT 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Please refrain from wearing scented products at public meetings. 
 
Written materials may be viewed in advance of the meeting at the Central Library Reference Desk (2090 Kittredge Street), or 
any of the branches, during regular library hours. 
 
To request a meeting agenda in large print, Braille, or on cassette, or to request a sign language interpreter, assistive-listening 
device or other accommodation for the meeting, please call (510) 981-6195 (voice) or (510) 548-1240 (TDD). Providing at 
least five (5) working days’ notice prior to the meeting will help to ensure availability. 
 
I hereby certify that the agenda for this special meeting of the Board of Library Trustees of the City of Berkeley was posted in 
the display cases located at 2134 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way and in front of the Central Public Library at 2090 Kittredge 
Street, as well as on the Berkeley Public Library’s website on October 15, 2009. 
 
  
 //s// ______________________________________________________  
 Donna Corbeil, Director of Library Services 
 Serving as Secretary to the Board of Library Trustees 
 
For further information, please call (510) 981-6195. 
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BERKELEY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 
 PRESENTATION CALENDAR 
 October 20, 2009 
 
 
TO: Board of Library Trustees 
 
FROM: Donna Corbeil, Director of Library Services 
  
SUBJECT: MEASURE FF NORTH BRANCH LIBRARY PROJECT UPDATE: REPORT ON 

CONCEPTUAL DESIGN PHASE PROCESS 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
In November 2008 voters approved Measure FF, a Library bond to renovate, expand and make 
seismic and access improvements at the four neighborhood branch libraries. Since that time the 
board has overseen the selection of four design firms, one for each project. Architectural 
Resources Group is the selected design firm under contract to address the needs of the North 
Branch Library located at 1170 The Alameda, at the corner of Hopkins Street.  Assisting in this 
effort is library consultant Kathy Page of Page + Moris, project consultant Rene Cardinaux AIA, 
Steve Dewan, KCEM and Library staff.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The physical and program needs of the four neighborhood branch libraries were addressed 
most recently in the two-volume Branch Libraries Facilities Master Plan (July 2008). The report 
recommends two options for the North Branch Library site. Due to the historical integrity of the 
building a third wing, reminiscent of the original design to the West is recommended, either a 
building mass close in size to the originally planned wing or a second option which maximizes 
building size and spans a larger area on the west or rear of the building.  
 
The results of the Branch Libraries Facilities Master Plan provided the basis for the needs and 
cost analysis resulting in Measure FF, the Library bond program.  
 
CURRENT SITUATION 
 
Following approval to execute the contract with the design consultant, the project manager, 
Steve Dewan, KCEM, arranged a project team kick-off meeting to set the schedule for the North 
Branch project, identified any special testing or third party reports needed, reviewed existing 
conditions and established reporting relationships.  
 
The North Branch project is in the conceptual design phase.  
 
SUMMARY OF MEETINGS 
 
The design team has met several times with staff and the library program consultant and they 
will continue to meet throughout the process to discuss options and possible layouts as they 
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relate to the branch program and functions. Suzanne Olawski is the library lead on the branch 
program discussions, coordinating and facilitating staff and design team meetings. 
 
Staff, (KCEM) project manager, the project consultant and the design team have met with 
Planning Department staff to identify zoning and use issues. The consultants and staff attended 
an informational session with the City’s Sustainability Office and representatives from Alameda 
County’s Stopwaste.org to cover environmental issues and green initiatives that might benefit 
the program.  
 
Two community meetings at the branch have occurred, September 23 and October 7, 2009. 
The agenda and notes from these meetings are included (Attachment A and B).  There were 
good turnouts at the meetings, excluding library staff, project consultants, the design team and 
others working directly on the project, 40 members of the public attended the first meeting and 
25 members of the public attended the second meeting, as well as robust discussions and 
sharing of ideas.  
 
 
NEXT STEPS 
 
Following board discussion and consensus on a conceptual scheme preference, the board will 
need to give direction to staff in order to move the project to the schematic design phase. The 
consultant’s presentation and scale drawings have captured the relationship of project 
components, reflecting the functional and service needs of the program and desired 
adjacencies. Each scheme has a set of considerations, including preliminary cost estimates.  
Early during the next design phase staff will set up a meeting with the Landmarks Preservations 
Commission North Branch subcommittee. In the next phase of design staff will schedule a 
community meeting to continue discussion of drawings and documents illustrating project scale, 
layout, site issues, massing / elevations and functionality. Staff will bring more developed plans 
to the board during this phase for additional review and direction. 
 
Following the board meeting staff will seek advice from the Planning Department on the next 
steps in the approval process. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
A. September 23, 2009 Community Meeting: Agenda, Meeting Notes & Summary of Comment 

/ Survey forms 
• Design Goals for the North Branch Library  
• Site Plan for the North Branch Library  

B. October 7, 2009 Community Meeting: Agenda, Meeting Notes & Summary of Comment /     
       Survey forms 

• North Branch – Preliminary Program  
• Berkeley North Branch Library Community Response  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Berkeley Public Library – Branch Renovation Program 
North Branch Community Meeting – Conceptual Design (Kick-off – Meeting 1) 
September 23, 2009 
6:30-8:00PM / North Branch 
 
Attendance:     Approximately 35-40    
Council members:    Laurie Capitelli 
Board members:    Terry Powell 
Presenting design team members:  Cathleen Malmstrom / ARG, Doug Tom / TEF 
Presenting library consultant:   Kathy Page 
Presenting library staff:   Donna Corbeil, Suzanne Olawski, David Howd 
Foundation representative:   Chris Adams 
 
Programming 

• Replace the lights – current ones compromise historic integrity 
• Put noise compressors on walls to buffer noisiness 
• When many branch programs (teens / children) are going on at the same time the noise 

makes it hard to read 
• Teens want a larger space, especially for rainy days after school 
• Teens want to be separated from adults 
• Talk to teens 
• Space for depositing FOL books so they’re not in the way of staff 
• The building supports the programs that go on but it’s too crowded 
• Adults are getting the lowest place 
• Tell the teens to be quiet; staff don’t 
• Teens aren’t using the library; they’re just hanging out –not in tradition of the library 
• Teens are disrespectful 
• Q: Why isn’t North getting as much if not more space as the other branches (higher circ, 

usage, etc)?  A: Site constraints restrict additional square footage (space) 
• Give consideration to adult user needs 
• Keep same feel and look of library 
• Private school buses and summer camps use library as drop-off point – needs to be a safer 

environment 
• Trashed-out looking place (from outside) 
• Cut out the (Dewey) divisions and special collections – not efficient for finding books 
• Needs to be quieter between inside and outside –noisy inside all afternoon (from outside 

noise) 
• Create an “easier-to-use” outside space – benches  
• Neighborhood library are “community centers” (centers of the community), starting from 

outside bulletin board to inside the library 
• Need larger outside bulletin board 
• Q: Will there be a reference room? A: scheme 2 (2-story) retains the reference room wing 
• Entrance is cumbersome 
• More open at entry/lobby 
• Congested check-out 
• Sliding glass door separating children’s 
• Quiet space for adults 
• Outside place for kids to play 
 
Design 
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6:30-8:00PM / North Branch 
 
• FMP is the starting point; not where we’re at anymore 
• Q:  Can some staff space go downstairs? A: No staff downstairs – all staff on same level as 

public service space 
• Q: Do you legally have to have staff supervisor / program space? A:? 
• Q: What’s the SF difference between schemes? A: Do not know exactly yet, just 

approximations 
• Looks like both schemes will loose landscape (clarification:  12’ set back from curb – still 

some green space between lot line and curb) 
• Prefer two-story because it leaves more of original wings; keeps windows (open) 
• Two story foot print keeps windows and more ventilation; keeps more of the character of the 

original building 
• Move teen area away from adults 
• Put program room downstairs with separate entrance 
• Q:  Will second story exceed current roof height? A: Second story will be flush with current 

1st floor and height can be accomplished w/o raising roof above existing roof line 
• For one-story scheme the program room should be off children’s not adult section 
• Q: Will you have to excavate for two-story (lower level)? A: Will have to excavate some 

regardless of one or two story scheme because of foundation; one-story will be useless 
space below 

• Parking / traffic on Josephine? 
• Q: Can the walls be made warmer (cold in building during winter)? A: Engineers are looking 

into mechanical, plumbing, electrical systems 
• Q: Can the fireplace be reused, made functional? A: Will have to look at current codes 
• Q: There are competing needs with school bus drop off and outside space; can school drop 

off point be relocated? A: Working with City planning and other depts.; will address concerns 
with them 
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