
 

TRANSMISSIONS QUILTS
A MULTIMEDIA EXHIBIT OF OBJECTS,

STORIES, AND TRANS CARE
curated by Cordy Joan

Curated by Berkeley-based artist and educator
Cordy Joan, “Transmissions Quilts: A Multimedia
Exhibit of  Objects, Stories, and Trans Care” is on
display at the Berkeley Public Library Central
Branch during June 2025. Coinciding with Pride
Month, it represents the first public exhibit of
quilts, visual art, audio, and ephemera from
Joan’s ongoing, multidisciplinary art and
community-building endeavor, the Transmissions
Quilt Project (or Transmissions). Directed by Joan
along with artists Nino Claveria and Cam
McCuskey, Transmissions makes quilts for trans
people through a concatenated process involving
multiple practitioners (all of  whom are themselves
trans) and artistic creations. As Joan holds,
“Quilts have been given as gifts to mark life
transition across time and cultures. They help us
see ourselves on longer time scales, which is
something that many trans people can’t access.
The Transmissions Quilt Project started with the
simple impulse to make affirming gifts for friends
and lovers—or ‘arrival objects,’ the thing that
sees and welcomes them.” 

Started in the Bay Area in 2024, the
Transmissions Quilt Project has rapidly grown
into a national and international project, for which
Joan received a City of  Berkeley Civic Arts
Individual Artist Project Grant, among other
grants and awards. Centering the affirmative
beauty and creative vitality of  trans and queer

community in Berkeley and beyond,
“Transmissions Quilts: Objects, Stories, and
Trans Care” is the culminating exhibit for this
project period and marks a midway point for the
broader project. Critically, all of  the art in the
exhibit is being publicly displayed (some
anonymously) at Berkeley Public Library with
permission from both the recipients and artists.
Transmissions emphasizes agency on all levels,
as participants decide who they want to work with
and if  and how they want to share the work
publicly. This exhibit represents only a small
fraction of  the total artwork that has been or will
be created for the Transmissions Quilt Project,
which plans to ultimately produce 40 gift quilts,
along with all the related artwork and audio, over
three years. 

Visitors can find art from “Transmissions Quilts”
installed throughout the Central Library, including
in the 1st Floor Entryway, 2nd Floor Historic
Lobby, and 5th Floor Exhibition Space. Audio
interviews with the quilt recipients, conducted
during the initial phase of  the multi-step
quiltmaking process, can be listened to during
your visit at transmissionsquilts.bandcamp.com:
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THE TRANSMISSIONS PROJECT
QUILTMAKING PROCESS

The process for the creation of  the Transmissions
quilts has many phases and includes multiple
disciplines. Quilt recipients, both adults and
teens, are nominated by anyone in their
community. Once they accept their nomination,
they are interviewed by a dear friend of  their
choosing, with the audio recorded and then
edited by a trans audio engineer. The recipient
then chooses three trans artists in any medium
(or chooses from a roster of  participating artists
provided by Transmissions), who make a piece
inspired by the audio recordings. Finally, a quilter
uses those three art pieces and the audio
interview with the recipient to design a quilt, often
completed at a community quilting bee, before
the recipient ultimately receives the quilt, audio
files, and pieces of  art as a gift.

The phases of  the process are designed to guide
the quilt recipient through the concentric rings of
community that love and hold them, continuously
inviting more of  the recipient’s community to
place their mark on the final quilt. Secondarily,
Transmissions provides significant artistic and
material support to an expansive network of  trans
artists. As the project has grown to involve 150
collaborators across fourteen states and four
countries, the impulses remain steadfast:
welcome trans people to themselves, shower
them with gifts, and offer the reminder that the
web of  life holds them fiercely.

A LINEAGE OF QUEER AND 
RADICAL FIBER ARTS

The Transmissions Quilt Project recognizes its
lineage within a rich web of  queer and radical
fiber projects. It sees a parent in the NAMES
Project AIDS Memorial Quilt, the groundbreaking
project that started at the height of  the AIDS
pandemic as a way to honor and bring attention
to loved ones who were lost to AIDS. Now the
largest piece of  community folk art in the world
(weighing an estimated 54 tons), the AIDS
Memorial Quilt includes 50,000 panels with
nearly 110,000 names sewn into it and is housed
here in the Bay Area by the National AIDS
Memorial. Transmissions sees sibling projects in
the Euphoria Quilt, a community quilt focusing on
trans and gender-expansive joy, and in Ginger
Brooks Takahashi’s project “An Army of  Lovers
Cannot Fail,” a queer hand-quilting project in the
early 2000s. It acknowledges lineages of  radical
quilting in the south by often unnamed, working-
class Black and other marginalized artists.
People coming together around the quilting frame
to share stories, food and other versions of
community nourishment. The roots of  radical
quilting grow deep and wide, providing a blueprint
for projects like Transmissions to follow.

While primary support for this exhibit came from
Berkeley Civic Arts, the Transmissions Project is
supported by and indebted to a number of
partners and sponsors: Kala Art Institute, Pacific
Center for Human Growth, San Jose Museum
of  Quilts and Textiles, and The Euphoria Quilt
Project. Additional funding and support from:
East Bay Heritage Quilters Guild, Zellerbach
Family Foundation, The Sisters of  Perpetual
Indulgence, The Kindling Fund, Oregon
Regional Arts and Culture Commission, Garden
State Quilters Guild, Good Hot, Cone Shape
Top, and many individual donors. Illustrations by
Cam McCuskey.


