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MINUTES 

Board of Library Trustees  
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, July 1, 2026  
6:30 pm 

North Branch - 1170 The Alameda, Berkeley CA 94707 
 

Commission Members: 
Beverly Greene, President; Tanir Ami, Vice President; Shoshana O’Keefe, and Amy Roth  

 

I. PRELIMINARY MATTERS 

A copy of the agenda packet can be found at http://www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org/about/board-library-
trustees 

A. Call to order:  6:30 PM  

 Present: Trustees Ami, Greene, O’Keefe and Roth   

 Absent: None.  

 Also Present: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services; Amanda Myers, 
Acting Deputy Director; Rudy Tapia, Circulation Services Manager; Dan 
Beringhele, Acting Library Services Manager; Jessalynn Black, Senior 
Human Management Analyst; Jacqui Rodriguez, Administrative Secretary 

B. Urgent Item Agenda Material–Government Code Section 54954-2(b):  
Urgency resolution scheduling an additional regular meeting of the Board in order to consider 
compensation for the Director of Library Services was added to the agenda and approved. This 
action is reflected in the Action Calendar of these meeting minutes.  

C. Ceremonial Matters: None.  

D. Public Comments: 2 speakers 

E. Comments from Library Unions: 

1. SEIU, LOCAL 1021 (Community Services and PTRLA Units) – 0 speakers 
2. SEIU, LOCAL 1021 (Maintenance and Clerical Units) –0 speakers 
3. Public Employees Union, LOCAL 1 – 0 speakers   

F. Comments from Board of Library Trustees:  

1. Trustee Greene – She expresses her gratitude to the BPL staff for their assistance when 
visiting the West Branch and the Central Library, as well as for always providing 
information and notifying her of the Summer Reading Program. She thanks all BPL staff 
again for their service and patience over the previous 11 months. 
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II. CONSENT CALENDAR  
Action: M/S/C (Trustee Roth/ Trustee Ami) to adopt Resolution No. 26-029 to approve the 
consent calendar as presented. 
Vote: Ayes: Trustees Ami, Greene, O’Keefe and Roth. Noes: None. Abstentions: None. Absent: 
None. 
 

A. Approve Minutes of June 3, 2026, Special BOLT Meeting – Closed Session   
From: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Recommendation: Adopt a resolution to approve the minutes of the June 3, 2026, Special  
Meeting of the Board of Library Trustees as presented.  
Contact: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 26-030 to approve the minutes of June 3, 2026, BOLT Special 
Meeting Minutes as submitted. 
 

B. Approve Minutes of June 3, 2026, Regular BOLT Meeting  
From: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Recommendation: Adopt a resolution to approve the minutes of the June 3, 2026, Regular 
Meeting of the Board of Library Trustees as presented. 
Contact: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 26-031 to approve the minutes of June 3, 2026, BOLT Regular 
Meeting Minutes as submitted. 
 

C. Approve Minutes of June 8, 2026, Special BOLT Meeting – Closed Session  
From: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Recommendation: Adopt a resolution to approve the minutes of the June 8, 2026, Special 
Meeting of the Board of Library Trustees. 
Contact: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 26-032 to approve the minutes of June 8, 2026, Special Meeting 
Minutes as submitted. 

 

D. Approve Minutes of June 15, 2026, Special BOLT Meeting – Closed Session  
From: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Recommendation: Adopt a resolution to approve the minutes of the July 15, 2026, Regular 
Meeting of the Board of Library Trustees. 
Contact: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 26-033 to approve the minutes of June 15, 2026, Special 
Meeting Minute as submitted. 

 

E.  Approve Minutes of June 18, 2026, Special BOLT Meeting – Closed Session  
From: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Recommendation: Adopt a resolution to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2025, Regular 
Meeting of the Board of Library Trustees. 
Contact: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 26-034 to approve the minutes of December 3, 2025, Regular 
Meeting of the Board of Library Trustees as submitted. 

 

F. Contract: Polytechnic Marketing  
 From: Aimee Reeder, Communications Manager 

Recommendation: Adopt a resolution authorizing the Director of Library Services to enter into a 
sole source contract with Polytechnic Marketing for the provision of services related to 
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rebranding for the Berkeley Public Library in alignment with the Technology Roadmap in the 
amount of $135,000.00 for the period of August 1,2026, through March 1, 2027. 
Contact: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 26-035. 

G. RFP for Automated Materials Handling System Replacement  
From: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Recommendation: Adopt a resolution authorizing the Library to issue a Request for Proposals 
(RFP) to engage a vendor for the redesign and replacement of the Library’s existing Automated 
Materials Handling Systems (AMHS) across all five (5) BPL locations in alignment with the 
Technology Roadmap adopted by the Library in 2024. 
Contact: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 26-036. 
 

H. Fiscal Year 2027 Purchase Authorization in Excess of Director of Library Services’ Granted 
Authority  
From: Nneka Gallaread, Administrative and Fiscal Services Manager 
Recommendation: Adopt a resolution authorizing the Acting Director of Library Services to enter 
into fiscal year 2027 purchase agreements and approve payments to specified vendors for 
services encompassing utility, telephone and intranet/internet services, library materials, state 
taxes, professional services, and office supplies that may exceed the director’s delegated 
spending authority of $50,000 for services and $100,000for goods, materials, and equipment. 
Contact: Nneka Gallaread, Administrative and Fiscal Services Manager 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 26-036. 
 

 

III. ACTION CALENDAR 
A. Urgent Item Agenda Material–Government Code Section 54954-2(b): Urgency Resolution 

Scheduling a Regular Meeting of the Board in Order to consider compensation for Director of 
Library Services 
From: Beverly Greene, President, Board of Library Trustees 
Recommendation: Revising the 2026 Regular Meeting Schedule for the Board of Library Trustees 
Contact: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Action: M/S/C (Trustee Ami/ Trustee O’Keefe) Adopted Resolution No. 26-028 which amends the 
Board of Library Trustees' 2026 Regular Meeting Schedule, previously approved on November 11, 
2025, via Resolution No. 25-049, by adding a regular meeting on July 8, 2026, at 5:00 PM at the 
Central Library to discuss the Director of Library Services compensation.   
Vote: Ayes: Trustee Greene, Ami, O’Keefe and Roth 
 

B. Approval of Extended Delayed Opening for All Staff Disability Access and Inclusive Service 
Training 
From: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services  
Recommendation: Approve an extension of the previously approved one-hour delayed opening 
for all Berkeley Public Library locations on Friday, October 30, 2026, resulting in a two-hour 
delayed opening to allow all staff to participate in a required Disability Access and Inclusive 
Service Training.  
Contact: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Action: M/S/C (Trustee O’Keefe/ Trustee Ami) to adopt Resolution No. 26-038 
Vote: Ayes: Trustees Ami, Greene, O’Keefe and Roth. Noes: None. Abstentions: None. Absent: 
None. 
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IV. INFORMATION REPORTS  

A. Review Rules of Nominations for the Selection of Board President and Vice-President – Henry 
Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Trustees  
Action: Received. 
 

B. Monthly Library Director’s Report - Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
  Action: Received. 
 

C. Director of Library Services Recruitment Update (Oral Report) – Beverly Greene, President, 
Board of Library Trustees, 

  Action: Received.  
 

D. BOLT Trustee Recruitment Update (Oral Report) – Amy Roth, Board of Library Trustees 
Action: Received. 

 
V. AGENDA BUILDING 

The next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 8, 2026, at 5:00 PM. Future meeting 
topics identified include evaluating the potential to increase the number of trustees on the Board of 
Library Trustees. 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
Action: M/S/C (Trustee Roth/Trustee Ami) to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote: Ayes: Trustees Ami, Greene, O’Keefe and Roth. Noes: None. Abstentions: None. Absent: None. 

Adjourned at 7:09 PM. 

This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting 
of Wednesday, July 1, 2026, as approved by the Board of Library Trustees. 

 

//s// __________________________________   

Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services, acting as secretary to the Board of Library 
Trustees.  

 

 
Attachments:   

1. Urgent Item Agenda Material–Government Code Section 54954-2(b): Urgency Resolution 
Scheduling a Regular Meeting of the Board in Order to consider compensation for Director of 
Library Services 
 
 
 
 

Communications:  

Date Name Subject 
07/01/2026 Venus Letter presented and read out loud as a public Comment  

 
  


