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MINUTES 

Board of Library Trustees  
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, May 20, 2026  
6:30 pm 

Claremont Branch - 2940 Benvenue Avenue, Berkeley CA 94705 
 

Commission Members: 
Beverly Greene, President; Tanir Ami, Vice President; Shoshana O’Keefe, and Amy Roth  

 

I. PRELIMINARY MATTERS 

A copy of the agenda packet can be found at http://www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org/about/board-library-trustees 

A. Call to order:  6:33 pm  

 Present: Trustees Greene, O’Keefe and Roth  

 Absent: Trustee Ami 

 Also Present: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services; Amanda Myers, Acting 
Deputy Director; Nneka Gallaread, Administrative and Fiscal Services Manager,; 
Aimee Reeder, Communications Manager; Shani Leonards, Claremont Branch 
Supervising Librarian; John Boggs, Information Technology; Dia Penning, Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion Manager; Jacqui Rodriguez, Administrative Secretary 

B. Ceremonial Matters: None. 

C. Public Comments: 2 speakers 

D. Comments from Library Unions: 

1. SEIU, LOCAL 1021 (Community Services and PTRLA Units) – 0 speakers 
2. SEIU, LOCAL 1021 (Maintenance and Clerical Units) – 0 speakers 
3. Public Employees Union, LOCAL 1 –0 speakers   

E. Comments from Board of Library Trustees:  

F. Trustee Greene regrets being unable to attend the most recent Board of Library Trustees meeting on 
April 15th due to professional obligations in Washington, DC. She had the opportunity to meet with our 
officials, including Lateefah Simon. Trustee Greene reports that Vice Chair Tanir Ami, Kathy Huff, Kathy 
Brown, and she convened with Berkeley Mayor Adina Ishii and Berkeley City Manager Paul 
Buddenhagen earlier this month to conduct a status meeting and are appreciative of the support from 
the Berkeley community. Trustee Green visited the Gilroy Public Library and the Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Library in San Jose and became more grateful for the support the Berkeley Public Library receives 
from our community and anticipates the renovation of the children's section. Trustee Greene adds that 
she is thankful for the contributions of our personnel and for being responsive to our community in 
various ways, including providing general assistance and offering Sunday hours. Numerous focus 
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groups determined the community's priorities and Sunday hours were particularly significant. Our 
community expressed their needs and desires, and Trustee Greene is pleased that we were able to 
resolve them. 

II. PRESENTATION CALENDAR   

A. Claremont Branch (PowerPoint Presentation) – Shani Leonards, Claremont Branch Supervising Librarian  
Action: Received. 

III. CONSENT CALENDAR  
Action: M/S/C (Roth/O’Keefe) to adopt Resolution No. 26-020 to approve the consent calendar as 
presented. 
Vote: Ayes: Trustee Greene, O’Keefe and Roth Noes: None. Absent: Trustee Ami. Abstentions: None.  
 

A. Approve Minutes of April 15, 2026, Regular Meeting 
From: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Recommendation: Adopt a resolution to approve the minutes of the April 15, 2026, Regular Meeting of 
the Board of Library Trustees. 
Contact: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 26-021 to approve the minutes of April 15, 2026, as submitted. 
 

IV. ACTION CALENDAR 
 
A. Recommendation to City Council on FY 2027 Library Tax Rate  

From: Nneka Gallaread, Administrative and Fiscal Services Manager 
Recommendation: Adopt a resolution recommending that the Berkeley City Council set the FY 2027 tax 
rate for the library services tax at $0.3127 (31.27 cents) per square foot for dwelling units and $0.4729 
(47.29 cents) per square foot for industrial, commercial, and institutional buildings based on the April 
consumer price index in the immediate San Francisco Bay Area of 4.950%. 
Contact: Nneka Gallaread, Administrative and Fiscal Services Manager 
Action: M/S/C (Trustee Roth/Trustee O’Keefe) to adopt Resolution No. 26-022 
Vote: Ayes: Trustee Greene, O’Keefe and Roth. Noes: None. Absent: Trustee Ami. Abstentions: None.  
 

B. Adoption to City Council on FY 2027 Library Relief Act of 2024 Tax Rate 
From: Nneka Gallaread, Administrative and Fiscal Services Manager 
Recommendation: Adopt a resolution setting the FY2027 tax rate for the voter approved Library Relief 
Act of 2024 for funding the provision of Library Services in the City of Berkeley at $0.0630 (6.30 cents) 
per square foot for dwelling units and $0.0945 (9.45 cents) per square foot for industrial, commercial, 
and institutional buildings. 
Contact: Nneka Gallaread, Administrative and Fiscal Services Manager 
Action: M/S/C (Trustee Roth/Trustee O’Keefe) to adopt Resolution No. 26-023 
Vote: Ayes: Trustee Greene, O’Keefe and Roth. Noes: None. Absent: Trustee Ami. Abstentions:  
None. 
 

C. Proposed Budget FY 27-28 – All Library Funds 
From: Nneka Gallaread, Administrative and Fiscal Services Manager 
Recommendation: Adopt a resolution approving the proposed revenue budgets for FY 2027 and FY 2028 
of $44,543,131/$36,478,446 and the proposed expenditure budgets for FY 2027 and FY 2028 of 
$43,179,371/$31,336,718. 
Contact: Nneka Gallaread, Administrative and Fiscal Services Manager 
Action: Trustee O'Keefe motions for a decision of the proposed budget for FY 27-28 be postponed until 
the upcoming regular BOLT meeting on June 3, 2026, to provide additional time for consideration. 
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Trustee Roth seconds this motion.  
Vote: Ayes: Trustee Greene, O’Keefe and Roth. Noes: None. Absent: Trustee Ami. Abstentions:  
None. 

 
V. INFORMATION REPORTS  

A. Monthly Library Director’s Report - Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
  Action: Received. 
 

B. Director of Library Services Recruitment Update – Beverly Greene, President, Board of Library Trustees,  
 Action: Received. 
 

C. Board of Library Trustees Recruitment Update – Amy Roth, Board of Library Trustees 
Action: Received. 

 
VI. AGENDA BUILDING 

The next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 3, 2026, at 6:30 PM. Future meeting topics 
identified include reviewing and approval of the proposed FY 27-28 budget. 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
Action: M/S/C (Trustee Roth/Trustee O’Keefe) to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote: Ayes: Trustee Greene, O’Keefe and Roth. Noes: None. Absent: Trustee Ami. Abstentions: None. 

Adjourned at 7:34 PM. 

This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of 
Wednesday, May 20, 2026, as approved by the Board of Library Trustees. 

 

//s// _______________________________   

Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services, acting as secretary to BOLT 

 
Attachments:   

1. BPL FY 27 28 May Budget Presentation 
  


