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MINUTES 

Board of Library Trustees  
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, February 4, 2026  
6:30 pm 

West Branch - 1125 University Avenue, Berkeley CA 94702 
 

Commission Members: 
Beverly Greene, President; Tanir Ami, Vice President; Shoshana O’Keefe, and Amy Roth 

 

I. PRELIMINARY MATTERS 

A copy of the agenda packet can be found at http://www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org/about/board-library-
trustees 

A. Call to order:  6:31 pm 

 Present: Trustees Ami, Greene, O’Keefe, and Roth  

 Absent: None. 

 Also Present: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services; Amanda Myers, 
Acting Deputy Director; Aimee Reeder, Communications Manager; Dia 
Penning, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Manager; Bill Kolb, Library Services 
Manager; Rudy Tapia, Circulation Services Manager; Robyn Sweet, Teen 
Services Librarian - North Branch; Alicia Abramson Information 
Technology Manger, Jacqui Rodriguez, Administrative Secretary 

B. Ceremonial Matters: None. 

C. Public Comments: 1 speaker. 

D. Comments from Library Unions: 

1. SEIU, LOCAL 1021 (Community Services and PTRLA Units) – 0 speakers 
2. SEIU, LOCAL 1021 (Maintenance and Clerical Units) –0 speakers 
3. Public Employees Union, LOCAL 1 – 0 speakers   

E. Comments from Board of Library Trustees:  

1. Beverly Greene— She visited Central library over the weekend, and she was grateful for the 
hospitality of the BPL personnel. She thanks the staff for being so kind and reaching out to 
patrons who might need assistance, and she appreciates the help she received. 
 

2. Amy Roth— Thanks to the Friends of the Berkeley Public Library for their undying support of 
staff. Trustee Roth reminds all that the $150,000 that is given to the Berkeley Public Library 
comes in at fifty cents at a time, since that's how much books usually cost in their stores. 
Everyone wins. People can give their extra books, and others can get an incredible bargain 
that helps an excellent cause. 

http://www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org/about/board-library-trustees
http://www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org/about/board-library-trustees
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II. PRESENTATION CALENDAR   

A. Youth Poet Laureate Presentation (PowerPoint): Robyn Sweet, North Branch, Teen Services 
Librarian 
Action: Received. 

III. CONSENT CALENDAR  
Action: M/S/C (Trustee Roth/ Trustee O’Keefe) to adopt Resolution No. 26-005 to approve the 
consent calendar as presented. 
Vote: Ayes: Trustee Ami, Greene, O’Keefe and Roth. Noes: None. Abstentions: None. Absent: 
None.  
 

A. Approve Minutes of the January 7, 2026 Regular BOLT Meeting 
From: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services  
Recommendation: Adopt a resolution approving the January 7, 2026 Regular BOLT meeting 
minutes as presented. 
Contact: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 26-006 to approve the minutes of January 7, 2026 as submitted. 
 

B. Contract Amendment: Contract No. 32000176 with Allied Universal Security Services 
From: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Recommendation: Adopt a resolution to amend Contract No. 32000176 with Allied Universal 
Security Services for the provision of security services at the Library for an additional $200,000 
for a new not-to-exceed amount of $1,950,000, and extend the contract term to expire on June 
30, 2026. Security service during regular hours of operation at all Library locations is currently 
provided under an agreement set to expire February 28, 2026 with Allied Universal Security 
Services. The current contract, Contract No. 32000176 had a total not to exceed amount of 
$1,750,000. This contract amendment will add $200,000 for FY 2026 and extend the term of the 
contract to match the city-wide contract. 
Contact: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 26-007. 

 
C. Contract Amendment: No. 32000170, AMS.Net 

 From: Alicia Abramson, Library Information Technology Manager 
 Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution authorizing the Director of Library Services to amend to 
 contract No. 32000170 with AMS.Net for the continued support and maintenance of network 
 firewall hardware and software, including software updates, in an incremental amount of 
 $52,854 for a contracted not-to-exceed value of $255,466 and to amend the Contract’s date of 
 expiration from March 3, 2026 to March 2, 2028. 
 Contact: Alicia Abramson, Library Information Technology Manager 
 Action: Adopted Resolution No. 26-008. 

IV. ACTION CALENDAR 
A. Report on recruitment process to fill two vacancies on the Board of Library Trustees that was 

created by Trustee Villanueva’s resignation and by the end of Trustee Roth’s term. The Board 
of Library Trustees will approve an updated timeline for the recruitment.  
From: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Recommendation: With the resignation of Trustee Villanueva and the upcoming end of Trustee 
Roth’s service to the board, it is time to initiate the process to fill both vacancies. The Board of 
Library Trustees will approve the proposed updated timeline for the process. 
Contact: Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 
Action: President Greene selected the ad hoc subcommittee to appoint two new trustees at 
tonight’s BOLT Meeting. Consequently, the timeline that was previously provided has been 
revised to reflect this update. The ad hoc subcommittee is comprised of Trustee Roth and 
President Greene. 
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M/S/C (Trustee O'Keefe/Trustee Ami) to adopt Resolution No. 26-009 with an amended timeline 
that is consistent with the February 4, 2026, appointment of President Greene and Trustee Roth 
as members of the Trustee Recruitment ad hoc subcommittee. 
Vote: Ayes: Trustee Ami, Greene, O’Keefe and Roth. Noes: None. Abstentions: None. Absent: 
None. 

 
V. INFORMATION REPORTS  

A. Commission Hybrid Meetings Report – Alicia Abramson, Library Information Technology 
Manager 

 Action: Received. 
 
B. Monthly Library Director’s Report - Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services 

  Action: Received. 
 

C. Director of Library Services Recruitment Update – Beverly Greene, President - Board of Library 
Trustees 

 Action: Received. 
 

VI. AGENDA BUILDING 

The next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 4, 2026, at 6:30 PM. Future meeting 
topics identified include finalizing hybrid BOLT meeting details. 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
Action: M/S/C (Trustee Ami/ Trustee Roth) to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote: Ayes: Trustee Ami, Greene, O’Keefe and Roth. Noes: None. Abstentions: None. Absent: None.   

Adjourned at 7:24 pm. 

This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting 
of Wednesday, February 4, 2026 as approved by the Board of Library Trustees. 

 

//s// __________________________________   

Henry Bankhead, Acting Director of Library Services, acting as secretary to BOLT 

 
Attachments:   

1. Youth Poet Laureate PowerPoint Presentation 


