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The Planets 

Jupiter has just passed opposition, when it is opposite the sun with Earth in between; 
this is also about as close as it gets to us, thus it is at its largest and brightest. Look for it ris-
ing over the Berkeley Hills around 8:30pm. Saturn has passed into the nighttime sky and ap-
pears around 10:45 as it trails behind Jupiter. Directly opposite Jupiter in the western sky is 
the Evening Star, Venus, which should be visible for the next five months or so. Mars, with 
its mysterious methane, intriguing organic material, and giant dust storm, is peaking over the 
Berkeley Hills just round midnight. It will become more of a presence in the coming months, 
leading up to its closest approach to Earth since 2003. That was the year when Mars was 
the closest it had been in almost 60,000 years! This year will be almost as close, and the red 
planet will shine brighter for us than the giant Jupiter. 

The Moon 
 
The moon will be quarter full mid-week, which is a good time to check out one of our 2 
telescopes at Central. This is the best time for seeing the shadows play on the 
peaks of the mountains of the moon and in the depths of its craters. If you look at the 
dark area of the moon, you may see that it is not completely black and that you can see 
features. This is due to sunlight reflecting off the Earth: Earthshine; otherwise that part of 
the moon would be pitch black. 

 

Hubble Space Telescope 
 
The greatest orbiting optical telescope in history will have one more good pass to the 
South of Berkeley this week. The next good evening views will be at the end of July and 
then a bunch at the beginning of August. This will be Magnitude 2.3, which is about as 
bright as it gets for us. 
 
June 17, 9:11pm South West 10°; 9:14pm South 21°; 9:17pm South East 10° 
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NASA TV 

You can watch wonderful live programs from the International Space Station (ISS) on the 
nasa.gov website. This week, the highlights include StationLife, which explores the activi-
ties that take place on the ISS. Also, there are numerous time slots when you can watch 
live-streaming from the 4 high definition cameras pointed at Earth, which makes for a 
beautiful background on your computer. This feature is called the Columbus Eye, as the 
cameras are attached to the section of the Station named Columbus. 

M, T, Th, Sat., 9:00am  StationLife, hosted by astronaut Tracy Dyson. 
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