








was an extraordinarily busy

year for Berkeley Public Library. With the completion
of West Branch in December of 2013, we closed the
long chapter of rebuilding and renewing our well-loved
Branch libraries. We celebrated with the community
in April during Branch Out, our month-long event,
which brought a host of fun (and free!) programs and
events to Berkeley. We are proud of our achievements
this year—and they didn’t go unnoticed. The Library
received the Berkeley Environmental Achievement
Award for outstanding leadership in advancing
environmental sustainability at the City of Berkeley by
integrating green building strategies into the Branch
libraries renovations. We were also awarded the Library
Foundation’s Fred and Pat Cody Award for the “brilliant
transformation of Berkeley’s beloved branches.”

We also opened some exciting new chapters. We
launched our three-year strategic plan, gathering com-
munity input to develop the three major themes—
Community, Conversation, and Collaboration—which
will guide the Berkeley Public Library down a new path



to supporting the community in broader and more
innovative ways. We also had a momentous chang-
ing of the guard. | joined the staff in November 2014
as the Library bid a fond farewell to Donna Corbeil,
Director of Library Services since 2007. The strategic
plan themes came from the community but reflect my
personal vision of community-driven library service.
As Director, | want to make the Library the communi-
ty hub, a place where people come to find meaning,
have conversations, make a difference—providing all
Library users a place to engage with their world in the
ways that suit them best. The Library will continue to
transform—in a direction dictated by the needs and
desires of the Berkeley community.

Moving forward, we have even more exciting plans for
2015! You will see the Library step out of our buildings
with the new Library on Wheels program. Look for the
Library on Wheels book bike at community events and
farmers’ markets throughout Berkeley. And, we'll be
reorganizing a portion of Central Library to prepare
for a new and expanded Teen Center—a state of the

art space for Berkeley teens. Working with teens them-
selves, we will design a flexible space, suited for explor-
ing, collaborating, and creating.

For me, the library has always been a magical place.
There is a sense of wonder in the possibilities, both in
our collections and in how we serve the community. |
am excited to be a part of this library and the Berkeley
community. | look forward to helping you discover the
magic at your Berkeley Public Library!

— Jeff Scott
Director of Library Services
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Budget Summary

The services and programs offered by the Library are
supported by funding from the local Library Services
Tax, private and public grants, awards from the California
State Library, and the generous monetary gifts and
donations received from individuals, businesses, organi-
zations, and trusts.

Fiscal Year 2014
(July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014)

Year-end report (Library Tax Fund)

$16,234,500
$15,702,066
$ 2,300,679 (net of reserves)

Final total income
Final total expenses

Ending fund balance

Milestones: In FY 2014, the Library celebrated and con-
solidated achievements accomplished over the past sev-
eral years. With all five Library locations now open and
offering full public services the Library hosted a com-
munity-wide celebration dubbed Branch Out in honor
of the completion of the Measure FF Branch Library

East Bay Depot for Creative Re-use celebrates Earth Day with kids at West
Branch by recycling egg cartons into caterpillars.

Improvement Program. Additionally, branch library hours
were extended to 52 hours per week allowing an addi-
tional evening and morning of service each week at each
branch location. The fiscal year marked the launching of
an all new easier-to-use website featuring improved navi-
gation and a new visual identity; and an automated mate-
rials handling system was installed in the Central Library
shortening recirculating turnaround time on materials.

Projections: FY 2015 closes out the FY 2014 and FY 2015
biennial budget cycle. Major FY 2015 initiatives include the
commencement of construction activities in the Central
Library for a new dedicated and enclosed teen room, and
the conclusion of a new community focused three-year
strategic plan to guide the Library through to FY 2018.

Branches: The Measure FF Branch Library Improvement
Program, which began in 2009 following the November
2008 voter approval of $26M in general obligation bonds
to improve the four neighborhood Branch libraries, closed
out all major construction activities with all branch facil-
ities open for public services. At the close of FY 2014,
to-date bond program expenditures were $24,777,033.



Friends of the
Berkeley Public Library

The Friends of the Library is a non-profit member-
ship organization whose purpose is to support the
educational, cultural, and outreach programs of the
Library. New and gently-used donated books are
sold at the Friends’ two bookstores: one in Central
Library and one at 2433 Channing Way near the Cal
campus. Money raised through the bookstores and
at annual book sales funds children’s reading events,
author talks, musical events, Internet computer class-
es, and branch library events. The Friends has been
an early and significant donor to Library capital cam-
paigns. Anyone with an interest in supporting the
Library is encouraged to join the Friends.

Sandy Bails, President
Friends of the Berkeley Public Library

www.berkeleylibraryfriends.org
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Berkeley Public Library
Foundation

The Berkeley Public Library Foundation amplifies public
investment in the Berkeley Public Library through fund-
raising and advocacy, helping to make a great library
extraordinary. Donors to our recent Neighborhood
Libraries Campaign generously gave more than
$3 million to outfit the renewed Branch Libraries.
Building on the success of that campaign, we are sup-
porting the planning phase for improvements to the
Central Library, with special emphasis on a new teen
room. The Foundation celebrates Berkeley's vibrant
literary and artistic community and raises funds for our
public libraries through our annual gala Authors Dinner
as well as special events throughout the year.

Patricia D. Hawthorne, President
Kirsten Cowan, Executive Director

www.bplf.org
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